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The mission of Urbana Theological Seminary is to provide graduate theological 
education which prepares people for Christian ministry and leadership, equipping them 

to love, know, and serve God.   

 

 

Course Description:  

  C. S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia have delighted readers for more than sixty years. One title in the 
series is one of the top ten bestselling books of all time; popular movies have been based on them. C. S. 
Lewis, their author, described them as books that sneak theology “Past watchful dragons.” This class will 
focus on what Lewis meant by that and how it works. After the introduction, we will be discussing one 
Narnia book per week, in the order of publication. This class also includes a day trip to the Marion E. 
Wade Center at Wheaton College, a museum and study center at Wheaton College that focuses on C. S. 
Lewis and his friends.  

Three semester hours credit. 

 

 

COURSE GOALS 

1. To better know God through working with the ideas of one author about Him. 
2. To better love God through encountering Him in new settings.  
3. To better serve God by getting to know useful texts that can be used for evangelism 
and spiritual growth.    
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

Course Objectives should answer the question:  
Upon completion of the course, what will the student know or be able to do? 
 

1. To understand what C. S. Lewis was doing with The Chronicles of Narnia, and how 
they can be used for edification and evangelism.   

2. To have a working understanding of the Christian themes, images, and concepts 
pervading Lewis’s work. 



3. To utilize a variety of literary tools in textual analysis. 
 

STUDENT ASSESSMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS: 

Lewis, C. S. The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 
–.Prince Caspian. 
–.The Voyage of the Dawn Treader. 
–.The Silver Chair. 
–.The Horse and his Boy. 
–.The Magician's Nephew. 
–.The Last Battle. 
Essays and articles in PDF form, as assigned 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE  

Tuesday, June 6: Intro to class 
 June 13:  Read: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
 June 20: Read: Prince Caspian 
 June 27:  Read: The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 
July 4: No class: Independence day   
 July 11: Road Trip to Wade Center (all day) 
July 18: Read: The Silver Chair 
July 25: No class (Dr. Green attending Consortium of Christian Study Centers) 
 August 1: Read:  The Horse and his Boy  
August 8:  Read:  The Magician's Nephew Paper due by 5:00 Friday 
 August 15 Read:  The Last Battle Final exam due by 5:00 Friday  
 
 

Assessment 
Related 

Objective 

Percent 
of grade 

1.  Reading responses  1, 2,3 35 

2.  Attendance and participation  all 10 

3.  Research paper all 25 

4.  Final exam 1,2,4 30 

  



 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS  

 Attendance at class is expected.  If the student can not be present on any particular 
evening, recording of the evening's events is encouraged. The student is responsible to 
provide the equipment and arrange for someone to run it. Also feel free to contact me 
and I can share my notes and other material. 

 The format of this class is a combination of lecture and discussion.  Participation and 
interaction are encouraged, whether in the asking of questions, engaging the professor in 
discussion after class or in a scheduled meeting, or in the formation of study groups to 
reinforce learning of the materials.     

 Reading responses are to be brought, hard copy, to class on the day that we will be 
discussing those readings. 

 The final and the paper must be turned in on time and e-mailed.  In the event of 
significant unforeseen circumstances, particularly ill health or tragedy, the student is 
encouraged to make arrangements with the professor to have a different due date.  
Submission of work after the deadline may result in a lower grade.   

 This class includes a trip to the Wade Center, a C S Lewis (and Friends) study center at 
Wheaton, IL. Put it on your calendar early; this is an important part of class.   

 All policies of Urbana Theological Seminary regarding extensions and grading are in 
effect.  Consult the Urbana Seminary Catalogue if there are questions about these 
matters.   
 

 
Grading 
Urbana Theological Seminary’s grading system shall be used for this course:  
 

A 4.00 92.5 - 100 

A- 3.67 89.5 – 92.4 

B+ 3.33 86.5 – 89.4 

B 3.00 82.5 – 86.4 

B- 2.67 79.5 – 82.4 

C+ 2.33 76.5 – 79.4 

C 2.00 72.5 – 76.4 

C- 1.70 69.5 – 72.4 

D+ 1.30 66.5 – 69.4 

D 1.00 62.5 – 66.4 

D- .70 59 .5 - 62.4 

F 0.00 0.0 - 59.4 

 
Assignments: 



 
1.  Reading Responses. Each week we will be discussing specific readings. Each class 

you will bring with you at least one typed page in response to that week’s readings. 
These reading responses are to help you think through this week’s assignment, so use it 
in whatever way works best for you. This means you can focus on one idea or many 
ideas; or you can write a short paper, you can write notes or jot down questions that 
came up as you read.  There will be time each class period for students to share their 
ideas, questions, and so forth. (These are worth five percent each, which totals 35% of 
class grade) 

2. Class participation.  Part of the class will be discussion. In order to make this work, 
students need to share their thoughts and ideas, as well as questions. (10%). 

3. Research paper. During the course of the semester, the student will develop one ten 
page research paper on the C S Lewis-related topic of the students’ choice.  This paper 
will need a minimum of ten sources. Students need to be sure to talk to me about their 
ideas, so that I can make suggestions regarding sources, etc.  Due at the end of the 
semester.   (25%) 

4. Final exam.   (35%)  
5. Extra credit opportunities will be provided; see the document titled “Extra Credit.”  

 
 

 


